
When the interested parties reach an agreement, the authorities of the Member State or of the third country from which 
the application was submitted shall notify the Commission of all the factors which enabled that agreement to be 
reached, including the opinions of the applicant and of the authorities of a Member State or of a third country, or of 
other natural and legal persons having submitted an opposition. 

Irrespective of whether an agreement has been reached or not, the notification to the Commission shall be made within 
one month from the end of the consultations. 

At any time during those three months, the Commission may, at the request of the applicant extend the deadline for the 
consultations by a maximum of three months. 

4. Where, following the appropriate consultations referred to in paragraph 3 of this Article, the details published in 
accordance with Article 26(2) have been substantially amended, the Commission shall repeat the scrutiny referred to in 
Article 26. 

5. The notice of opposition, the reasoned statement of opposition and the related documents which are sent to the 
Commission in accordance with paragraphs 1 to 4 shall be in one of the official languages of the Union. 

Article 28 

Grounds for opposition 

1. A reasoned statement of opposition as referred to in Article 27(2) shall be admissible only if it is received by the 
Commission within the time limit set out in that Article and if it shows that: 

(a)  the proposed geographical indication does not comply with the definition in point (4) of Article 3 or with the 
requirements referred to in Article 22; 

(b)  the registration of the proposed geographical indication would be contrary to Article 34 or 35; 

(c)  the registration of the proposed geographical indication would jeopardise the existence of an entirely or partly 
identical name or of a trade mark or the existence of products which have been legally on the market for at least 
five years preceding the date of the publication provided for in Article 26(2); or 

(d)  the requirements referred to in Articles 31 and 32 are not complied with. 

2. The grounds for opposition shall be assessed in relation to the territory of the Union. 

Article 29 

Transitional periods for use of geographical indications 

1. The Commission may adopt implementing acts granting a transitional period of up to five years to enable spirit 
drinks originating in a Member State or a third country, and the name of which contravenes Article 21(2), to continue 
to use the designation under which they were marketed on condition that an admissible statement of opposition under 
Article 24(6) or Article 27 shows that the registration of the name would jeopardise the existence of: 

(a)  an entirely identical name or of a compound name, one term of which is identical to the name to be registered; or 

(b)  other names similar to the name to be registered which refer to spirit drinks which have been legally on the market 
for at least five years preceding the date of the publication provided for in Article 26(2). 

Those implementing acts shall be adopted in accordance with the examination procedure referred to in Article 47(2). 

2. Without prejudice to Article 36, the Commission may adopt implementing acts extending the transitional period 
granted under paragraph 1 up to 15 years, or allowing continued use for up to 15 years in duly justified cases, provided 
it is shown that: 

(a)  the designation referred to in paragraph 1 has been in legal use consistently and fairly for at least 25 years before the 
application for protection was submitted to the Commission; 
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